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Chortle

Fast Fringe
So many comedians, so little time! More top comedy and variety acts than you 
thought possible on one bill perform ridiculously short sets in one furiously fast-paced 
showcase. It’s a hugely entertaining way to sample the best of what’s coming up at the 
Greater Manchester Fringe, all held together by compere Justin Moorhouse.
‘A brilliant concept... for variety and value for money‚- a no-brainer’ 
BroadwayBaby.com

The Dancehouse 

24 June: 8pm

£15.00 (concs £12.00)

comedy
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Welcome to the 5th ever 
Greater Manchester Fringe!
The programme this summer is bigger and 
more eclectic than ever. We hope there’s a 
little something for everyone. 
A big THANK YOU to all our participants 
for getting involved in this truly grass roots 
Fringe. 
Lets hope the rain stays off and here’s to an 
excellent summer of Fringe fun!
x Lisa, Iain, Zena, Vicky, Debbie, Lola, Violet 
Chadderton and Shay xxx
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Alan Turing memorial, 
Sackville gardens, 

1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 9, 10, 12, 
15, 16, 17, 19, 22, 23, 

24, 26 July: 11am
FREE

theatre

Free Manchester Walking Tours

Free Manchester Walking Tours
Via Manchester’s landmarks, as well as hidden gems, Josh takes you on an adventure round the city, telling the story of 
Manchester. They run on a tips-basis and run every Tuesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday at 11am - 2pm (coffee break included) 
from Alan Turing Memorial (Sackville Gardens, M1 3HB). They end in Exchange Square.

Bandit Mugger & Thief 

1 July: 7.30pm

£5.00 (concs £3.00)
comedy

#DigitalGoy
Are you digital? Are you a goy? Are you a hashtag digital goy?
A unique comedic experiment embracing some of the weirdest stuff in life like paperclip traumas, selling machetes and the perfect 
world of Gloria Estefan.
‘The new face of Brut deodorant.’ 
‘John is the kind of Londoner you want to send back’. 
Hilarious, nostalgic, musical and free.

Twenty Twenty Two 

2, 9, 16 July:
2pm & 7pm 

£5.00 (concs £4.00)
theatre

From the Mill Theatre Company

I’m standing next to you
Our world has never been more connected. We can contact people around the world instantly, like their photos on Facebook and 
comment on their lives. So why do increasing numbers of people feel isolated? “I’m standing next to you” invites audiences to 
immerse themselves in a crowd and hear the stories of four people struggling with modern city life.

Kings Arms: Snug 

2 July: 4pm
FREE

new writing

WriteForTheStage Productions

WriteForTheStage Publications Official Launch
Come and join us for the official launch of WriteForTheStage Publications (a division of Studio Salford WriteForTheStage courses - 
www.writeforthestage.co.uk).
Enjoy performed excerpts and readings from the first 4 publications, buy a book and get it signed by the author!
Supported by Arts Council England.

Inkbrew Productions

Die Diana
Die Diana is a dark comedy exploring the afterlife of Princess Diana, the People’s 
Princess. On the 20th anniversary of her death, three people step out of the shadows 
and lay claim to her title.  Each one has a story to tell about what really happened to 
her then and since.  But who do you believe, if any?  And why?  
’Die Diana’ is hilarious, unnerving and utterly compelling, part homage, part horror 
show, a play like no other.  The cast features Dan Wallace, aka Anna Phylactic, 
bringing another fabulous drag creation to life, Die Anna, and the wonderfully talented 
Emily Heyworth and Ciaran Wilson.
Reviews for Stephen M Hornby’s previous work include:
”The drama grips” - What’s On Stage
”Powerful, emotive and funny” - Now Then Manchester

Bandit Mugger & Thief 

29, 30 June 
3, 4, 5, 6 July: 7.30pm

£10.00 (concs £8.00)
play

Typecast Productions

Millionaires Anonymous
‘Wonderfully funny - a master class of epic proportions. 9/10’ 
Liverpool Sound & Vision 
Six lottery winners have lost their millions and attend group therapy in an attempt to 
learn that money doesn’t buy happiness. 
But that’s rubbish, isn’t it? Money buys EVERYTHING, and unknown to their therapist 
they’ve formed a syndicate, desperate to hit the jackpot again!
Typecast Productions are proud to present this dark comedy, a piece of new writing by Stewart McDonald.

Salford Arts Theatre 

1, 2, 3 July: 7.30pm

£10.00 (concs £8.00)
play
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Kings Arms: Theatre 

2 July: 7.30pm
£3.00
comedy

CSZUK

LET’S SEE WHAT HAPPENS
It’s the show where Stand Up and Improv collide as a team of top improvisers take one ‘monologist’ who tells true stories from their 
life based on YOUR suggestions then make up scenes and sketches inspired by their stories. Now in it’s 5th year.
“The team have certainly earned their title of North-West’s top improvised comedy troupe” North West End

Bandit Mugger & Thief 

2 July: 8.30pm
FREE

comedy

John Pendal - International Man of Leather
This solo stand-up comedy show is the true story of how a shy Baptist boy from Watford became an unlikely international sex 
ambassador when he won the 25th annual International Mr Leather contest in Chicago in 2003. He set out to tour the world 
representing every kink and fetish - regardless of whether he liked them or not.

FAC251 

3 July: 2pm

£8.50 (concs £6.50)

music

Big Fish Little Fish

Big Fish Little Fish - Family Rave!
DJ David Dunne will be playing (grown up) dance music on the multi-sensory dancefloor with glitter cannons, balloons, bubbles & 
legendary giant parachute dance
Themed crafts, giant colouring-in mural, play dough table & free glowsticks
Play area with tents & tunnels Baby chillout   Licensed bar
Heroes & Villains theme  For families with 0-8 year olds

Kings Arms: Theatre 

3, 4, 5 July: 7.30pm

£7.00 (concs £5.00)
theatre

Great Expectations Theatre & WriteForTheStageProductions

Runaway
Tom and Anna are on the road to a bright future, but when Tom’s child-hood friend, Jordan, forces him into a compromising 
situation, the past threatens to destroy Tom and Anna’s future together. Put to the test, Tom and Anna have no choice but to flee. 
Broke and homeless, can they trust and work together now that all they have is each other?

The Velvet Afterlife

The Velvet Afterlife
The Velvet Afterlife is a black comedy, a drama with music centred around the Velvet 
Underground - the band born out of Andy Warhol’s Factory studio in 1960’s New York. 
A pop art explosion full of eccentrics and creatives experimenting with art and life any 
way they could think of.
But nothing and no one lasts forever and then what ? This is what The Velvet Afterlife 
seeks to explore.The play begins on October 27th 2013 in the final seconds of the life 
of Lou Reed.
Through music, video and theatre we follow Lou’s search for answers in a strange new landscape where even encounters 
with old friends Nico and Andy Warhol only add to the mystery.
And following the show you are invited to a “Warhol Factory 2.0 Party” ?.Could be good ....

Eagle Inn 

2, 3 July: 8pm

£5.00 (concs £2.50)

theatre

Duck And Cover Theatre

The Sketch Men: Attempted Jokes
After years of academy training, thousands of hours spent honing their crafts, 
every ounce of hunger needed to ‘make it’ and every preparation possible, Jack 
and Zach are still failed actors, and so they have decided to attempt some jokes 
instead. Following their sold out preview show in April The Sketch Men are returning 
to Manchester with their own particular brand of dry and self-deprecating humour. 
Ridiculous scenarios, ludicrous characters and 27 different costume changes for Jack 
(he plays all the women). Highly energetic, sharp and incredibly silly, The Sketch Men 
cordially invite you to come and watch them say silly words, wear silly costumes and do silly things.

Joshua Brooks

1, 2 July: 8.30pm 

 £7.00 (concs £5.00)
comedy
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The Albert Square Chop 
House 

4, 5 July: 8pm

£5.00 (concs £4.00)

theatre

Barton Theatre Company

‘Like There’s No One Looking’ written by Elaine McCann
Josie’s memory isn’t what it was, but playing her favourite music helps. As she listens, she remembers her life and the dances she 
did with the men she loved.
Sadly, it also brings back memories of a secret that’s haunted Josie all her life and damaged relationships with her family.  Maybe 
now’s the time the past was forgotten and the future faced.

Hope Mill Theatre  

4 July: 8pm

£10.00 (concs £8.00/£7.50)

musical

Jenny Carson, Elizabeth Humphries and Jonathan Ainscough

Climbing Uphill
Newly-expanded from last year’s sell-out Fringe debut, and featuring solos, duets and trios from a range of Broadway musicals - 
including ‘A Chorus Line’, ‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’ and ‘Company’ - this revue-style concert takes a heartfelt and hilarious look at 
the highs and lows of life after music college, devised by three graduates of the RNCM.

Eagle Inn 

4, 5, 7 July: 8pm

£7.00 (concs £6.00)

theatre

Underdog Theatre Company

Two Rucksacks and a Map of the World.
After years of talking about it, Ryan and Carl finally decide to pack up their bags and travel the world, but the arrival of Kerry, a 
girl Ryan has recently met, throws their plans off course. A one-act comedy/drama about three people deciding where they would 
rather be.
Contains some strong language.

Twenty Twenty Two 

4 July: 8.30pm

£7.00 (concs £5.00)
comedy

Duck And Cover Theatre

The Sketch Men: Attempted Jokes
The Sketch Men - ‘Attempted Jokes’. After years of academy training, thousands of hours spent honing their crafts, every ounce 
of hunger needed to ‘make it’ and every preparation possible, Jack and Zach are still failed actors, and so they have decided to 
attempt some jokes instead. Following their sold out preview show in April The Sketch Men are returning to Manchester with their 
own particular brand of dry and self-deprecating humour. Ridiculous scenarios, ludicrous characters and 27 different costume 
changes for Jack (he plays all the women). Highly energetic, sharp and incredibly silly, The Sketch Men cordially invite you to come 
and watch them say silly words, wear silly costumes and do silly things. 

Duck And Cover Theatre

The Sketch Men: Attempted Jokes
After years of academy training, thousands of hours spent honing their crafts, 
every ounce of hunger needed to ‘make it’ and every preparation possible, Jack 
and Zach are still failed actors, and so they have decided to attempt some jokes 
instead. Following their sold out preview show in April The Sketch Men are returning 
to Manchester with their own particular brand of dry and self-deprecating humour. 
Ridiculous scenarios, ludicrous characters and 27 different costume changes for Jack 
(he plays all the women). Highly energetic, sharp and incredibly silly, The Sketch Men 
cordially invite you to come and watch them say silly words, wear silly costumes and do silly things.

 Kings Arms: Theatre 

3 July: 9pm

£7.00 (concs £5.00)
comedy

Ria Lina

Ria Lina: Dear Daughter
‘Engaging, endearing and eye-opening’ Time Out
‘Fearless, provocative and very funny’ Scotsman
As heard on Radio 4.
’...if this is being read then I am no longer with you.’ They say that comedy = tragedy 
+ time, but what if you don’t have the time? Ria Lina decided that she must record 
everything that she wants her daughter to know just in case the unthinkable happens 
and she isn’t able watch her grow up. Her advice, though, should be taken with a pinch of salt as Ria has a knack of 
seeing the world through an often hilarious filter. A thought provoking dark comedy that explores the essence of life with a 
nod to the reality of death. Uplifting and moving.

Kings Arms: Theatre 

4, 5 July: 9pm

£7.50 (concs £6.00)

theatre
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The Albert Square Chop 
House 

7 July: 6.30pm
£5.00

spoken word

The Albert Square Chop House

The Evolution of Manc ~ An Evening with Steve ‘The 
Adj’ Atherton & John Robb
On Thursday 7th July, there will be a very special evening taking place at The Albert Square Chophouse. Manchester. Musician, 
writer and broadcaster John Robb will be in conversation with Mancunian music *legend*, Steve ‘the Adj’ Atherton talking about 
Steve’s forthcoming book/autobiography, The Evolution of Manc. 

Joshua Brooks 

7, 8 July: 7.30pm
£6.00
comedy

Top Branch Comedy

The Funny Brothers: The Pre-Reality Tour
A ‘garden variety’ show with plenty of variety, and not much garden. Unlike anything ever before, the Funny Brothers are bringing 
you all the different types of funny and some new ones, taking inspiration from Morecambe and Wise, Dawn and French, and even 
Dick and Dom.

Kings Arms: The Vaults 

6, 7, 8 July: 7pm
£12.00
theatre

Lowhurst Productions

Twelfth Night
Modern Day. Viola washes up on the shore of Illyria and embarks upon one of the most iconic love triangles to date. Viola loves 
Orsino who loves Olivia who loves Viola whose brother is Sebastian who happens to also love Olivia. 
Men, Women, Selfies, Shipwrecks, Yellow Stockings and Power. What could possibly go wrong?

Flamenco Live!

Flamenco Live!
Flamenco Live! is an explosive Spanish dance & music experience brought to you by 
young artists from Spain and the UK. Directed by young Barcelona-based guitarist 
Jero Férec and Madrid based dancer Magdalena Mannion, the show combines the 
energy of traditional Flamenco with elements of the artists’ personal aesthetic. The 
show also features powerful young singer Ana Brenes from Barcelona;  tipped to be 
a future star of the Flamenco world. Expect fast footwork, skillful guitar and dynamic 
vocals! This is an experience not to be missed!

Xolo 

6, 7, 8 July: 7.30pm

£15.00 (concs £10.00)
dance

3MT 

6 July: 8pm
£7.00
comedy

Norris and Parker

Norris & Parker: See You At The Gallows
Their hotly anticipated second debut hour. A sordid soiree full of wild, dark and ridiculous sketches, characters and songs woven 
within a narrative of underlying aggression between Norris & Parker themselves. ‘The bizarre isolationists, the power crazed, the 
sublimated, the sexually confused and more‚Ä¶’ ★★★★★ (The Skinny)

Talking Stock Productions

The Last Memory by Alan Stockdill
“How can I go to heaven if I don’t know who I am?” says Ernest to his daughter 
Lynne when his niggling and worsening memory problems are finally diagnosed as 
Alzheimer’s Disease.
But he also has a plan: to leave a vital imprint of who he is. Lynne is to be the keeper 
of his memory, the guardian of their past.
Join them on their journey; share their hopes, fears, smiles, strength and tears - and 
arrive with them as they seize the last memory and a carpe diem hope.
This emotionally punch-packing play is inspired by a real-life situation with true stories, memories and experiences. 
Despite the dire diagnosis and sensitive situation, the Talking Stock team show how it’s possible to extract joy out of the 
pain and laughter from the tears.
All proceeds will go to the Alzheimer’s Society.

The Swan 

5, 6 July: 8pm
£10.00

play
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Hope Mill Theatre 

7, 8, 9 July: 7.30pm

£10.00 (concs £10.00)
comedy

Hambledon Productions

Just Like That! The Tommy Cooper Show
John Hewer gives “a perfect illusion of time travel” as Tommy Cooper in this critically acclaimed tribute of all the misfiring magic 
and mirth that made Cooper an international name. Direct from sell-out success at the West End’s Museum of Comedy, relive the 
classic moments in this perfect celebration of Britain’s favourite comedian.

Kings Arms: Studio 1 

8 July: 7.30pm

£5.00 (concs £4.00)
comedy

Nick Hall: Szgrabble!
Comedian Nick Hall brings his one-man Cold War thriller to the Manchester Fringe. In this fast-paced, energetic and hilarious 
multi-character show, Nick brings to life a vivid world of spying, suspense, seduction - and Scrabble! As seen on BBC2, BBC 3 & 
BBC Radio 4

“Crackingly original” ★★★★ The List

“Side splittingly funny” ★★★★ ThreeWeeks

Kings Arms: Snug 

8 July: 9pm
FREE

comedy

DMB Productions

Piano Cad: Cloth Cap and Clogs
Carry On meets Noel Coward
Comedy stand up, old time 20’s-40’s piano hits Chats round the old Joanna
 A jolly decent chap. Ghost of Britain’s past. The Crooner with a Schooner
He’s dropping in for a stiff one.  Naked Ladies on the poop deck?
Ding dong!    Rather!

Kings Arms: Theatre 

9 July: 3pm
£8.00
music

Mike Joyce DJ* Plus A day and evening of Manchester 
Bands
The day will be starting in the bar with some of the Norths best acoustic acts, the moving upstairs to celebrate the NW best local 
Manc bands. Beautifully finished off with the legendary Mike Joyce who will filling the dance floor with movers whilst blasting out his 
favourite tunes!
Line up TBC

Vertigo Theatre Productions

Porno Chic
DEEP THROAT, the 1970s film that changed the porn industry FOREVER,  now Award 
Winning Vertigo Theatre Productions bring their smash hit show back to Manchester 
after a critically acclaimed 5 star run. Porno Chic tells the story of the iconic stars of 
the movie Harry Reems (Richard Allen) and Linda Lovelace (Celine Constantinides) 
as they deal with alcoholism, fame, rejection, domestic abuse, sex, taking on the US 
government and their rise and brutal fall.
Written and directed by award winning Craig Hepworth and Adele Stanhope, Porno 
Chic is both funny and dramatic and not to be missed.
★★★★★ ‘unmissable’ - Whats on Stage
★★★★★ ‘Dynamic’ - Viva
’extraordinary’ - British Theatre Guide
Adult content, nudity, strong language. over 18s

Kings Arms: Theatre 

6, 7, 8, 9 July: 7.30pm

£11.00 (concs £10.00)
play

Stuffed Horse

In a Forest Dark and Deep
Betty and Bobby grew up together. They’ve argued their way through childhood and 
troubled teen years. Then, one night, after they’ve been living their separate grown-up 
lives for years and years, Betty really needs Bobby’s help. Alone together for the first 
time in a long time, the rain lashing down on the cottage in the woods memories are 
relived, secrets unearthed, and lies exposed as they navigate a path to a place that 
threatens to show them who they really are. 
Audiences should expect a strong dose of intrigue, tension and quick-fire dialogue. 
Combined with the play’s isolated forest location; the result is an absorbing, edge-of-your seat, drama.

Salford Arts Theatre 

5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 July: 
7.30pm

£10.00 (concs £8.00)
theatre
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Gullivers 

9, 10 July: 8pm
FREE

spoken word

Gary From Leeds: Garibaldi
Gary’s hair is history - now his name is under threat. The fightback possibly begins here. Join this lanky northerner and his bereft 
bonce for an anarchic hour treading the fine lines between miserable and uplifting, poetry and karaoke. 
“The best thing we saw at the Fringe all week” - BBC Radio 2

The Swan 

10 July: 7.30pm
£12.00
theatre

Don’t Go Into The Cellar! Theatre Company

Tea with Oscar Wilde
A chat show with a difference! Join Oscar Wilde as he interviews leading celebrities of the Victorian era, recounts a story or two and 
invites his audience to get “Caught in the Act”!
Brought to you by Don’t Go Into The Cellar! Theatre Company - the British Empire’s finest practitioners of top-notch Victorian 
entertainment!

Mrs Boon’s Cake Rave!
Cake & Anthems
A party for cake-loving grown ups but kids are welcome too
Mrs Boon serving up her home made cakes
Mr Boon spinning the tunes

Kings Arms: Theatre 

10 July: 2pm
£4.00
music

Jenny Carson, Elizabeth Humphries and Jonathan Ainscough

Climbing Uphill
When Jenny Carson, Liz Humphries and Jonathan Ainscough arrived at the Royal 
Northern College of Music as fresh-faced postgraduates in Vocal Studies, they could 
barely imagine the day when they would emerge again, ready to take the world by 
storm as professional singers... Now that day has come and gone, they’re mildly 
alarmed to find it’s all a little bit more of an uphill struggle than they bargained for! 
Newly-expanded from last year’s sell-out Fringe debut, and featuring solos, duets 
and trios from a range of Broadway musicals - including ‘A Chorus Line’, ‘Thoroughly 
Modern Millie’ and ‘Company’ - this revue-style concert takes a heartfelt and hilarious look at the highs and lows of life 
after music college.

Kings Arms: Theatre 

11 July: 7pm

£10.00 (concs £7.50)

musical

International Anthony 
Burgess Foundation 

9 July: 8pm

£10.00 (concs £8.00/£7.50)

musical

Jenny Carson, Elizabeth Humphries and Jonathan Ainscough

Climbing Uphill
Newly-expanded from last year’s sell-out Fringe debut, and featuring solos, duets and trios from a range of Broadway musicals - 
including ‘A Chorus Line’, ‘Thoroughly Modern Millie’ and ‘Company’ - this revue-style concert takes a heartfelt and hilarious look at 
the highs and lows of life after music college, devised by three graduates of the RNCM.

Mantra Warehouse 

9 July: 7pm
£10.00

visual arts

Art Battle Manchester

Art Battle Manchester VII
Never in the held in same venue twice, Art Battle Manchester VII will take place in a very special new underground space in 
Ancoats:- Mantra Warehouse. 10 brave artists paint a masterpiece in only 30 minutes and YOU decide the winner. 
Featuring some of the UK’s top street artists, street food, music and much more.... Expect the unconventional.
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Kings Arms: Theatre 

10 July: 9pm
£7.00
music

E P I

Gypsies, Mancs And Thieves
Manchester’s own Exploding Plastic Inevitable return to The Kings Arms with their new show, “Gypsies, Mancs And Thieves” 
exploring the dark underbelly of society through the songs of Tom Waits and the poetry of Charles Bukowski...not to be missed. 
(photo of the band by Paul husband)

Castle Hotel 

11, 12 July: 7.30pm
£6.00
comedy

Grand Dame Theatre Company

The Lionheart Phantom by Grand Dame Theatre
From Grand Dame Theatre and writer Tess Humphrey comes a brand new farce about life, death and things that go bump in the 
night. 
Wendy’s gay bar The Lionheart is on its last legs. Things are looking grim, until her son accidentally starts the rumour that the pub 
is haunted and it works. How long can they keep the ‘haunting’ happening? 
Ages 16+

Kings Arms: Theatre 

11, 12, 13, 14 July: 
9pm

£7.00 (concs £5.00)

comedy

Hat Hair Productions

A Holiday From What?
The story of Patrick, a successful newspaper columnist, living life to a permanent deadline. Every week he is faced with the tundra 
of the blank page, the soul-sucking self-doubt and the slow descent into madness as he tries desperately to find another topic to 
write about. A new comedy by the award winning writers of Under Manc Wood.

Salford Arts Theatre 

12, 13, 14, 15 July: 
7.30pm

£10.00 (concs £8.00)
physical theatre

Magpie Man Theatre

AUTOPSY
This is my body.
The award-winning Magpie Man Theatre returns this year with AUTOPSY, the visceral follow-up to last year’s MOUTH.
Stitching together ten stories examining our own bodies and flesh - told through elements of physical theatre, dance and 
contemporary movement - AUTOPSY dissects such issues as gender, sexuality and self-harm.

Lipstick Thespians

Minge on the Fringe
A fun comedy of just women!...LIPSTICK THESPIANS is proud to present MINGE ON 
THE FRINGE by award winning playwright Ian Townsend.
Follow these four fabulous females on a journey of friendship, self discovery and a 
little bit of Acting...Get yourself there for a great night out!

Bandit Mugger & Thief 

11, 12, 14 July: 
7.30pm

£7.00 (concs £5.00)
comedy

People Zoo Productions

Senseless Romance
“I’d have kept your secret. I was... falling in love with you.”
Love comes in various forms and each relationship has its own challenges. Matters 
of the heart are rarely straight forward and this new piece of theatre, written by Gavin 
Shankland, looks at the crazy things people do when their head is ruled by their heart.
Senseless Romance is a snapshot look into 3 very different pairings: Mark and Yvette 
are meeting for the first time. Laura and Kelly have just started dating. Rose and 
Owen are 2 years into their marriage. 
We tune into each of their stories at a pivotal point, sit back, and watch the sparks fly. 
Produced by People Zoo Productions, ‘Senseless Romance’ will make its debut at the Greater Manchester Fringe 
Festival.

Kings Arms: Theatre 

12, 13, 14, 15, 16 July: 
7.30pm

£7.00 (concs £5.00)
theatre
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Gullivers 

13 July: 7.30pm
FREE

new writing

Truly Outrageous Productions

Fifteen for Two
Over the course of a quarter of a century, a grand-father passes on advice for life, through teaching his grand-daughter to play 
Cribbage. We follow the two characters as they live, love, and face life’s challenges.
A first ever reading for this brand new piece of theatre, Script in Hand. Tickets are FREE, but contributions welcomed on the night.

The Swan 

13 July: 8pm
£10.00
comedy

James Seabright presents The Remains of Tom Lehrer 
(Performed by Adam Kay)
Following sell-out London shows, Adam Kay sets out on his debut UK tour with his new take on Lehrer’s songbook, with everything 
from pigeon poisoning to masochistic tango via nuclear oblivion being revisited from the contemporary perspective of this award-
winning performer. 

“Filthy at best, depraved at worse - and great, guilty fun” ★★★★ - Telegraph

Out of Kilter Theatre

Things of Darkness
Once upon a time there was a soldier, home from the war. He has returned yet he 
feels disconnected, as if he doesn’t belong, and so he sits alone, in silence, waiting. 
Then one day, a faery falls into his room. She wants to take him with her into the other 
place; she wants to put him back together.
‘Things of Darkness’ is a fable for our time about the shadows that are around and 
within us; the things we don’t want to know about, that we try to ignore or forget even 
if we bear some responsibility for them. It is a dark tale about a soldier and a faery, 
each lost in their own world, and their journey into a place of strange and unsettling encounters that leads, ultimately, to 
sadness but also the beginning of a return to the light.

Hope Mill Theatre 

13, 14 July: 7.30pm

£10.00 (concs £8.00)
theatre

Tell Tale Present

The Austerity Games
“Uplifting story of post-war UK...Beautifully scripted...it is not surprising that this is an 
award winning show”
1948
Beleaguered Britain is recovering from the Blitz, austerity measures are in full force 
across the country and there is a heat wave on the way. But old Martha Britt wants to 
bake a cake and there are no eggs to be found. To make matters worse it is the eve 
of the 1948 Olympic Games and she cannot abide sport. Can a visit from her late husband and the ghosts of the games 
past, present and yet to come convince her to save the Olympic spirit and herself?
Tell Tale blend an award winning triathlon of physical storytelling, British wit and slapstick with a dash of Dickens to bring 
you the sportiest play you’ll ever see. Pip, Pip!

Salford Arts Theatre 

16 July: 2.30pm & 
7pm

£9.00 (concs £6.00)

theatre

Soup Kitchen 

12 July: 8pm
£8.00
comedy

Robin Ince - Fury, Joy and Digressions
Robin Ince has nearly successfully given up stand up, but just once in a while he drills a hole in his head and lets out the bad 
thoughts and some good ones too. This is what he’d doing on the Manchester Fringe. This is one of only seven solo shows this 
year and will be his last one until 2018.
He is presenter of the Rose d’Or and Sony Gold award winning Infinite Monkey Cage, he has written a feature film about children’s 
dance competitions that did quite well in Turkey, he has put together two anthologies of horror stories, and he has stood in the 
middle of the Lovell telescope for money.

Twenty Twenty Two 

11, 12 July: 7.30pm
£6.00
theatre

Little Finn Productions

FULFILMENT
By Alan Cliff. Alison and Andrew 70 years old and both in the final few seconds of their life-clock-metaphor. A hospice for the 
terminally ill. Two strangers, one filled with ebullience, one filled with ideas of revenge. They soon go on a whirlwind road trip of 
Stockport and take one final adventure.
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Bar Pop 

6, 13, 20, 27 July: 8pm

£7.00 (concs £5.00)

theatre

Project Vanhoussen

Tipping Point
Phobia’s anonymous is a weekly group that meets to help support one another, however the stark reality is within today’s society 
most of our phobias stem from how we feel others perceive us and what steps we take to mask our true selves. There are tears of 
laughter and sadness in this new writing from Dave Howell.

Manchester Central Library 

14 July: 6.30pm
£7.00

spoken word

Discuss Manchester

Discuss presents - the Greater Manchester culture 
debate - culture comes from the streets
Author and DJ Dave Haslam has a profound love of the city of Manchester and all it has achieved culturally. But are we going in the 
right direction.
In a thought provoking essay last year he argued that the high profile of the city’s cultural institutions represented a sign of a sense 
of confidence, and a can-do spirit.

Eagle Inn 

14,16 July: 7.30pm 
15 July: 8.45pm

£7.00 (concs £5.00)
theatre

Resistance Theatre Company

Welcome to Paradise Road
In a society where nothing is private and no one knows who to trust a woman’s partner has disappeared. She is visiting her 
neighbour to find out if she’s heard anything about his disappearance. Will her neighbour help her or is she the person she should 
be most afraid of? 
Winner of Best Script, Director and Actress at Liverpool Page to Stage 2016!

Hope Mill Theatre 

15 July: 7.30pm

£6.00 (concs £4.00)
physical theatre

Fèar Donn

Dose
Fancy taking a dose of the nightclub vibe? Join Fèar Donn in a happy hour filled with a live DJ, flashing lights and a few extras 
which may give you a buzz. You’ll be shown the back streets of night clubs and holiday tours. Make sure by the end of the night 
you’re not behind the wrong kind of bars. As once caught, we’ll have very little to say.

popbox.

Love Letters to Asia
#love #loveu #myheart #heart #everything #story #lovestory #together 
#togetherforever #neverchange
Fresh from updating our Instagram pages, popbox presents Love Letters to Asia. 
A playful, heartfelt and sometimes silly show that likes updating our social media 
accounts with quotes about relationships, love and life.
Inspired by living, working and traveling around Asia, Love Letters to Asia wants to 
thank the online voices, real voices, songs, signs, fashion, fiction, and everything else that made us smile. 
We want to send back a heartfelt thank you letter for the mistakes, mishaps and mis-translations. And there’s probably 
going to be some karaoke.

Kings Arms: Studio 1 

18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23 
July: 9pm

£3.00
theatre

Gingerlee Does It Theatre Company

National Killing Day
“For one day only Britain, you’re on your own. Godspeed!” 
-Prime Minister.
On a day when the UK government have declared slaying legal to reignite a sense of 
self responsibility and respect, James has the urge to pay his ex wife a visit...
After copious amounts of paperwork and all year niceties, it is finally the day when the 
government allow you to kill that annoying ‘associate’ in your life... for a fee of course. 
Join James as he traipses across the breadth of Britain whilst encountering an array of characters, all trying to make 
sense of the world and themselves. With twists, turns at a fast walking pace, will the day be prove to be a success?
A new one act play written and directed by Lee Clotworthy with a dynamic cast of nine.

Kings Arms: Theatre 

19, 20, 21, 22 July: 
9pm

£6.00 (concs £5.00)

theatre

11



MANCHESTER FRINGE
THE GREATER

www.greatermanchesterfringe.co.uk

Kings Arms: Snug 

16 July: 3pm
& 4.30pm 

FREE
new writing

WriteForTheStage courses

Write For The Stage workshops (FREE)
StudioSalford WriteForTheStage courses have helped many new writers get their ideas on to the stage. Past participants have had 
work performed at festivals, on national tours and published.
3pm - PRODUCERS workshop. Learn the essentials for putting together a fringe production. 
4.30m - WFTS Taster session. Try out the process for yourself.

Kings Arms: Studio 1 

16, 17 July: 7pm

£3.00 (concs £2.00)

comedy

James & Seaburn

James & Seaburn: Pigeon Trousers (preview)
James & Seaburn return with their brand new 2016 festival show. An entirely new energetic mix of sketch, stand-up and songs 
featuring an array of bizarre characters and scenarios.
James & Seaburn are in the best traditions of the comedy double act; eccentric, off kilter but still accessible and endearing.
(Edinburgh Fringe preview)

Breathe Out Theatre

WAR STORIES by Emma Gibson and 
Rob Johnston
‘Stories told. Stories heard. Stories lived.’
In 1916 Australian nurse Elsie embarks on a life-changing journey when she leaves 
Australia to serve in the war. It is a journey that takes her halfway across the world 
to a French hospital in the middle of a battle ravaged Europe. There she meets 
Manchester soldier Bernard, injured on the Western Front and now struggling to piece 
together what remains of his fractured memory. Elsie has many stories to tell. Bernard needs to find only one. Can Elsie 
help Bernard tell the one story he must?
”The most emotionally engaging show of the evening ... “  (THE OBSERVER)
Directed by Benedict Power Performed by Verity Henry and Joel Parry
Designed by Meriel Pym  A Breathe Out Theatre Production

Kings Arms: Theatre 

18, 19, 20 July: 
7.30pm

£8.00 (concs £7.00)
theatre

Salford Theatre Company

My Mother Said I Never Should By 
Charlotte Keatley
“I don’t know if you’ll ever love me as much as I love you but one day you’ll 
understand why I’ve done this to you.”
This poignant and intriguing play is about four women from four generations of the 
same family, living in Manchester, Oldham and London. Over a span of time, from 
the turn of the century to the present day, we gain insights into their feelings and 
experiences.
Keatley’s award-winning play is a moving exploration of the relationships between mothers and daughters.  A play about 
the choices we make which determine the course of our lives and how it is never too late to change

Salford Arts Theatre 

21, 22, 23 July: 
7.30pm

£8.00
theatre

Kings Arms: Theatre 

15, 16 July: 9pm

£7.00 (concs £6.00)

comedy

People Zoo Productions

The Horse Show
“I find horses graceful, poised creatures. I like to kiss their warm velvety noses and trim their quivering whiskers. I adore the way 
they move, their fluid bodies and shining coats. They are truly elegant beings.”
This show is dedicated to all the equifiles out there.
Contains some adult language and humour.

Kings Arms: Studio 1 

15 July: 7.30pm

£6.00 (concs £5.00)
comedy

Gemma Layton

The Voices in my Head Made Me Do It
Comedian & actress, Gemma Layton returns with her 2nd solo character comedy show. Expect to be drawn in the misguided 
deviance of Jennifer’s dating world, be ‘wowed’ by Carol Ann’s motivational make up speech, and be drawn in to the ‘life or death’ 
office politics of Carly. 
The voices in her head let you in on their weird & wonderful secrets.
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Bandit Mugger & Thief 

15, 16 July: 8pm
FREE

comedy

Dirty White Boys

Dirty White Boys
As yet undiscovered comedians, Chazz & Jack have joined forces to create a kick-ass sketch duo that hilariously tackles everything 
from science, office rivalries and ballet to the politest way to eat a baguette. Expect loud noises, surreal silliness and surprisingly 
dark tonal shifts. Catch them now before they make it big or give up altogether!

Nexus Art Cafe 

15, 16 July: 8pm

£6.00 (concs £5.00)

theatre

The Datura Collective

Moonshine
Meredith’s best friend was taken by faeries. Seventeen years later, she returns to the forest to face her past. When worlds collide 
her future is changed forever. With warming comedy, poetic verse, enchanting music and movement, Moonshine is a captivating 
experience, immersing audiences into a fairy-tale world they had almost forgotten about. 16+

Kings Arms: Theatre 

17 July: 6.30pm

£6.00 (concs £5.00)
comedy

Scottish Falsetto Sock Puppet Theatre

Scottish Falsetto Sock Puppet Theatre Do Shakespeare
Earth’s funniest footwear return with a brand new show of songs, sketches, socks & violence, taking on The Bard Of Avon himself. 
Howl at their Hamlet, roar at their Romeo & Juliet, and peer into their Coriolanus.  Plus all the usual satirical nonsense from the Two 
Gentlesocks Of Verrucca.

”The unparalleled pinnacle of comedy puppetry” ★★★★★ Venue

The Swan 

16, 17, 18 July: 8pm
£15.00
theatre

Biscuits For Breakfast presents

SOMEWHERE UNDER THE RAINBOW: The Liza Minnelli 
Story
This stunning one-woman show, written by award-winning Cillian O’Donnachadha, is set in the intimacy of Liza’s dressing room, 
where the diva invites the audience to step beyond the footlights and decide for themselves what is truth and illusion about her life 
and career.

Anon co

money is as innocent as the sun
In spoken word accompanied by music; a playful excavation of that filthy, dirty grubby 
legal tender trap tipping to a point of no return, as we burn to distraction that carbon 
extraction for it’s accumulation.

Eagle Inn Gullivers 

7, 8, 21, 22 July: 
8.30pm

23 July: 9.30pm

£5.00 (concs £3.00)
spoken word

Mother’s Ruin

Mother’s Ruin: Mother’s Bloomers
Trailblazing queer platform Mothers Ruin presents the next edition of Mother’s 
Bloomers - a space for new work - at The Kings Arms, Salford. Six alternative and 
innovative artists present adventurous and bold short new performance. Hosted by the 
brilliantly dark and surreal comic storyteller Fat Roland. ‘The best in exploratory queer 
performance.’ The Public Reviews.
Supported by The Arts Council, England.
@mothers_ruin www.mothersruin.co.uk

Kings Arms: Theatre 

22 July: 7pm

£6.00 (concs £4.00)

theatre
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Joshua Brooks 

20, 21, 22, 23 July: 
7.30pm

23 July:  2pm 

£10.00 (concs £7.50)
theatre

BAPS Theatre Company

DI AND VIV AND ROSE by Amelia Bullmore
Three young women meet at university and form an unlikely but firm friendship. Together they are prepared to deal head-on with 
everything life throws at them. But once their student years are over, they gradually come to realise that ‘growing up’ is perhaps 
something you have to do for the rest of your life.

Gullivers 

20 21 22 July: 8pm

£5.00 (concs £4.00)

theatre

Beaut
Love is blind, loosing sleep, and waiting around the corner. No wonder it’s so difficult.
Charlie Hammond’s debut show looks for love in all of the places.
Frankly foolish, it’s one for the late night sweethearts. But come for the dancing anyway. 
You never know. It might be the one.
Photo Credit: Anthony Robling

Hidden Track Theatre

Standard:Elite
There are two types of ticket. Anyone can book a Standard ticket. On arrival, you can 
earn an Elite ticket.
Standard:Elite is an anarchic mix of storytelling and interactive theatre that explores 
class, privilege and community in a playful, accessible way.
Standards work to build the story. Elites control where the story goes. 
Follow the girl who was spun from spiderweb? Or walk with the boy carved out of 
clouds? You will choose which path the story takes.
Well, the Elites will. They’ve earned it. Right?
Tickets are Pay-What-You-Decide, but can be booked in advance for ¬£1.
On our past work:
”Breaks spine-bristling new ground.” Roger Foss, The Stage
”I defy you to leave without a smile on your face.”  Steven Ireland, The Good Review ★★★★

Nexus Art Cafe 

22, 23 July: 8pm
£1.00

new writing

GlovesOff

IN THE FUEHRER’S FACE
Who got in the face of Adolf Hitler?  Got up his nose?  Gave him one in the eye?   
This one-woman cabaret is a mix of the comic and the surreal, the poignant and 
the very dark ... Donald Duck’s musical send-up of the Third Reich, the heroics of 
a Yorkshire housewife, the duplicity of a dead Welshman ... There’s a song of the 
French Résistance, the audacity of a Spanish double-agent - and  more ... Writer/
performer Patricia Hartshorne gets in the Fuehrer’s face - and also throws some new 
light on the toothbrush moustache!   
Recorded accompaniment from pianist John Miles
 A GlovesOff production
www.glovesoff.co.uk

Kings Arms: Theatre 

23, 24 July: 3pm
£8.00
theatre

Bandit Mugger & Thief 

19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24 
July: 7.30pm

£6.00
theatre

Grand Dame Theatre Company

Britainland by Grand Dame Theatre
Grand Dame Theatre and Tess Humphrey present a black comedy about a post-nuclear Britain.  
July 2016: Four of the UK’s elite are trapped in an underground bunker after a blast from North Korea. Can they build a new society 
with nothing but some tinfoil, a lipstick and some old footage of Pinky and Perky? Welcome to Britainland.
Ages 16+

Kings Arms: Theatre 

17 July: 8.30pm

£5.00 (concs £4.00)
comedy

The Sitcom Trials

The Sitcom Trials - So You Think You Write Funny
Sitcoms go head to head in a nationwide competition to find the best comedy creators in the country. Who will make it to the Grand 
Final at the Edinburgh Fringe in August? Have we found the new Miranda, the new Mighty Boosh, the new Mrs Browns Boys? You 
decide.
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Kings Arms: Studio 1 

21 22 July: 7.30pm

£6.00 (concs £5.00)
theatre

Tandem Productions

Maids of Suburbia
Caroline’s coveted life is turned upside down after the crash taking her from a Barrett estate to a council one. Her friendship with 
dreamer Angela, reminds her of the values of community and helping each other out. But there is a price to be paid as they rob 
from the rich to help the poor. A one woman show written by  BAFTA winner A.J.Pandolfo

Kings Arms: Theatre 

21 July: 7.30pm
£7.00
comedy

Norris and Parker

Norris & Parker: See You At The Gallows
Their hotly anticipated second debut hour. A sordid soiree full of wild, dark and ridiculous sketches, characters and songs woven 
within a narrative of underlying aggression between Norris & Parker themselves. ‘The bizarre isolationists, the power crazed, the 
sublimated, the sexually confused and more‚Ä¶’ ★★★★★ (The Skinny)

Chapter One Books 

21 July: 7.30pm

£2.50 (concs £2.00)
theatre

Playing Dead
A talented professional with M.E. is ready to fight the benefits system until she realises how beautifully it has been designed to 
destroy her. After her partner leaves, and her beloved tabby goes missing, she slips into the fantasy worlds she has always read 
about. As she regains her grip on reality, she leaves us with a call to arms.

Kings Arms: Theatre 

22, 23, 24 July: 12pm
22, July: 2pm

£7.00 (concs £6.00)

childrens

An Actor Travels

Bubbleshow With Milkshake
Milkshake and Doctor Bubble’s bubble adventure is here. See the biggest bubbles in every size and sculpture imaginable, the 
bubble haircut, the bubbleocalypse, bubble caterpillar, bubble carousel, smoke bubbles and so much more. Every child who comes 
gets to go in their very own bubble.

Andrew Mulletproof Graves & Matt McAteer

Andrew Mulletproof Graves & 
Matt McAteer: God Save The Teen/
Technocorrections
Salford’s Eagle Inn host two top poets in a fantastic double bill. Mulletproof’s 
acclaimed show God Save The Teen is a sharply written, beautifully delivered spoken 
word show about growing up and getting it wrong. Described as ‘pure genius’, it offers 
tales of starry-eyed punks, disastrous dates and Eighties’ rock ‘n’ roll failure. Hilarious 
and heartbreaking in equal measure, it’s a must see. Matt McAteer’s 2015 show No Lead, No Copper, All Gone was 
nominated as Best Spoken Word at last year’s Fringe and he returns with new show Technocorrections. Loosely based 
on Dr Faustus, it tracks Foster, a criminal who makes a pact to become invisible and whose escapades raise questions 
about surveillance, identity, love and loss.

Eagle Inn 

23 July: 7.30pm

£5.00 (concs £4.00)
spoken word

A Boy Named Cash

A Boy Named Cash
Monty Cotton, a seasoned performer and musician woke up one day and realised he 
could imitate Johnny Cash. From this point on Monty has performed as Johnny Cash 
all around Australia and the UK including pubs, clubs, shopping centres, arts festivals, 
mine sites, corporate functions, breakfast radio, morning television, and ‘The Voice’ 
Australia.
”You hit that so perfectly” - Larry Emdur, Seven Network’s Morning Show commenting 
on Monty’s Johnny Cash live showcase appearance.
A Boy Named Cash - Johnny Cash Tribute Show showcases the greatest hits of The Man In Black as performed by 
Monty Cotton as a one-man-band alongside a variety of pedals and instruments - no ordinary solo show. See it to believe 
it !!!

Salford Arts Theatre 

24, 25, 26 July: 
7.30pm

£10.00
music
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Kings Arms: Theatre 

23, 24 July: 6pm

£8.00 (concs £7.00)

theatre

WriteForTheStage Productions

The Rise and Demise of Kenneth Kennedy-Smythe 
(10th Anniversary production)
The US have struck France. Kenneth, war-correspondent, is publicly disgraced and silenced.  His girlfriend, Jennifer, royal 
correspondent for the BBC and ceaseless social climber, finds herself caught up in a propaganda trap after being given a position 
of media power - her task to detract the media away from the war. Cult comedy from 2006.

Kings Arms: Theatre 

25 July: 7.30pm
£5.00
theatre

Manchester ADP

Scripts Aloud - Special Edition
Two plays, Two different ways!
Every month we showcase four short new plays performed script in hand, followed by live feedback. This month, we want to 
celebrate what our team of professional actors & directors bring to the work. By having two different teams, working on the same 
scripts and watching the difference in the performance.

Clown Noir

Nose Business
A one hour-long physical comedy that combines clown, storytelling and circus skills  
Joe Bloodworth a homeless old clown busks for money. Yet the audience does not 
go to see his skills they go to listen to the stories of his past. Exotic tales from St 
Petersburg, the glamour, the drink, and the mafia, we listen as the Iron curtain falls 
and Joe heads for the border back into Europe. Before returning home penny-less 
with just the objects and memories he’s collected along the way ultimately free and 
happy.   
Suitable for Ages 15+ 

Guide Bridge Theatre 

24 July: 7.30pm
£7.50
theatre

Concrete Jungle
Natalia is a young, ambitious journalist who is making a 
film on drug dealers for a major TV news organisation.  
She travels home, to the north of England, to find and film 
her subjects, who are dealers and addicts. But as Natalia 
becomes closer to her interviewees, she is increasingly 
isolated from her producers in London.
Concrete Jungle explores the modern day phenomena 
of ‘observational documentary film-making’, where 
journalists go out, without a large crew, and make films by 
themselves, with one small camera.  And fly-on-the-wall 
films are now part of our staple TV diet.  But whose truth 
are we seeing?
Writer, Sarah O’Connell, is a TV news film producer and 
has worked as a journalist for the past 16 years

Whitefield Garrick 

25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30 
July: 7.30pm 

£8.00 (concs £5.00)
theatre

Hope Mill Theatre 

22 July: 7pm

£8.00 (concs £5.00)

theatre

PurpleCoat Productions

King Lear
Shakespeare’s greatest tragedy, King Lear, is brought to life by award winning PurpleCoat Productions, supported by Stephen Fry 
and the RSC. An immersive theatrical experience brings this classic story of age, greed and power to life following a UK wide tour. 
An unmissable theatrical experience with praise from Judi Dench and Kenneth Brannagh.

Kings Arms: The Vaults 

22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 
28, 29, 30, 31 July: 

7.30pm

£8.00 (concs £6.00)
theatre

Big Egg Theatre

Damned
In this acclaimed piece of absurdist theatre, three people on the edge of the world rely on order and duty to see them through the 
day. Within this delicate status quo, language is their only weapon in a constant struggle for power. As personal agendas come to 
light, the trio’s wellbeing is threatened when someone finally starts asking questions.
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Gullivers 

25 July: 8pm

£3.00 (concs £2.00)

spoken word

Rod Tame

Pop Tart aka Now, That’s What I Call 40!
How does a boy react when he realises his first crush is for Jason Donovan?! A show about choosing to live, choosing to love, and 
choosing to dance... to cheesy pop music. WARNING : This show contains references to Steps that may distress some people with 
superior taste in music.

Kings Arms: Theatre 

26, 27 July: 7.30pm

£5.00
theatre

How to be a Man
In this irreverent performance masculinity is examined from the perspective of a white, middle-class, straight western man as he 
picks at the history and culture that has made him who he is. 
Using a combination of fictional and biographical tales, this is the story of masculinity; where it has been, where it is now and where 
it could end up.

Kings Arms: Theatre 

26, 27, 28, 29 July: 
9pm

£8.50 (concs £7.50)

theatre

Original Impact Theatre Company

A Working Title
It’s about living in the city in a generation of renters, Tinder swipers, never-left-the-nesters, budget shoppers, internshipers, 
minimum wage workers, sofa surfers and daydreamers. It’s about turning 25 and not having your shit together.

Salford Arts Theatre 

27 July: 2pm

£7.00 (concs £5.00)

theatre

Wrongsemble

Three
Three actors weave together three famous tales, which incidentally, all star the elusive number three! Brought to life in a flurry of 
original live music and energetic storytelling, behold as our players burst from their wagon of forgotten fables to re-tell the yarns of 
Rumpelstiltskin, Goldilocks and Grimm’s Three Wanderers as never before!

Beheaded Queens Theatre

The Chamber Of Beheaded Queens
Set in the Afterlife, new one-act play “The Chamber of Beheaded Queens” is an 
imagined encounter between four of history’s most famous beheaded queens - Anne 
Boleyn, Mary Queen of Scots, Catherine Howard & Marie-Antoinette. They may have 
been finished off in life, but in death they have unfinished business...
”KT Parker’s imaginative play is a historical, or, more appropriately, *herstorical* 
fantasy” - Hobbinol blog
Vintage Radio described the play as - “moving” with “well-drawn characters”
Written by KT Parker   Directed by Kate O’Leary Produced by Sam Davies
STARRING:
Christine Corser as Anne Boleyn  Ashleigh Barton as Mary Stuart 
Jessica Huckerby as Marie-Antoinette Maisie Young as Catherine Howard 
Isobelle Binns as The Herald

Chapter One Books 

26, 27, 28, 29, 30 July: 
7pm

£8.00 (concs £6.00)

theatre

People Zoo Productions

The Trial
Josef K. wakes up one morning, hungry and disconcerted, only to find himself 
arrested. He is not told why, nor by whom. He does not get to eat his breakfast. And 
so begins The Trial.
People Zoo Productions brings you this grotesque and darkly comic tale that tracks 
one man’s struggle against a malicious and faceless power. Fighting against ritual 
humiliation, impenetrable secrecy and unfathomable procedure, can Josef K. prove 
his innocence? Kafka’s novel, adapted for stage by Evelyn Roberts and Matt Holt, is 
as relevant today as it has ever been.
Preview Night: Tuesday 26th
Press Night: Wednesday 27th

Hope Mill Theatre 

26, 27, 28, 29, 30 July: 
7.30pm 

27, 30 July:  2.30pm

£12.00 (concs £9.00)
theatre
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Kings Arms: Studio 1 

28, 29, 30 July: 7.30pm

£5.00 (concs £4.00)
comedy

KinkyBoot Institute

THE BOOK OF NORTHERN: The entire history of the 
North West, told in under an hour.
Northern comic duo KinkyBoot Institute return to the Greater Manchester fringe with a brand new show - The Book of Northern.
With each scene presented as a new chapter in a book, the show covers the entire history of the North West. From the Industrial 
revolution, to World War 2, Telling it through music, energy, and expert silliness.

Joshua Brooks 

28 July: 8pm

£6.00 (concs £5.00)

spoken word

Argh Kid
Local poet ‘Argh Kid’ (David Scott) reads from his new collection, Beige Boy.
Tagged a “thinking mans’ Shaun Ryder” he combines monkey business, melancholy, grit and wisdom
With tales of friendship & fighting to drugs, music & love. It’s a superb fresh mix of stinging social commentary and pub-toilet-sink 
realism.
Come walk a mile in his Classics

Buckle Up Theatre

Journeys
Journeys is a fast paced, physical comedy that romps along through a series of 
farcical stories, each ridiculous and occasionally poignant.  
A soldier, an artist, an actress and a housewife, each running from the past embark 
on a journey across a war torn landscape, experiencing misfortune, mishaps and 
mayhem, whilst forging new and loving relationships.
Buckle Up Theatre won the ‘Best Comedy Show’ award and were nominated for ‘Best 
New Writing’ at The Greater Manchester Fringe Festival 2015.

Salford Arts Theatre 

28, 29, 30 July: 
7.30pm

£7.00 (concs £5.00)
theatre

inamoment theatre

King Lear (alone)
Was Shakespeare right to kill off King Lear at the end of his play? As our starting point 
we take Kent’s question at the end of the play: “Is this the Promised End?”
Lear is on the heath, left alone to once more think about 
that fateful day, retold through the words of Shakespeare.
Now he has just one hour to decide what his future holds . . .

Bandit Mugger & Thief 

28, 29 July: 8pm

£8.00 (concs £7.00)

theatre

The Swan 

27 July: 8pm
£8.00

new writing

JHC Productions

TRIGONOMETRY
Chris Whitworth’s life is an uneventful one. He works, he eats, he sleeps. 
Until one evening, he walks into a bar for an after-work drink and runs into a woman who will turn his world upside down. 
Everything he thought he knew about his life is thrown into question and he realises he has a final dreadful decision to make...

Kings Arms: Theatre 

28, 29 July: 7pm 
30 July: 5pm

£8.00
theatre

The Captain’s Leg Theatre Group

Aspects of Ageing
Experience which is passed on from mouth to mouth is the source from which all storytellers have drawn. A writer has a 
responsibility to stay true to the source. The Captain’s Leg Theatre Group are talented young actors who tell the stories of the 
elderly. Once a person shares their story the listener will forever see them in a different light.
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Castle Hotel 

28 July: 8pm

£6.00 (concs £5.00)

comedy

Sheep Soup

The Invention Of Acting
Sheep Soup (Mrs Green:The Musical ★★★★★ Metro) in association with Nottingham’s BAFTA award-winning Television 
Workshop are back with a brand new sketch show. 
Three humans discover The Invention Of Acting, and the possibilities are endless. And pointless. Get yourself in a room with the 
inimitable, riot-inducing signature style of Sheep Soup

Joshua Brooks 

29, 30 July: 7.30pm

£8.00 (concs £6.00)
theatre

Truly Outrageous Productions

Hamlet
First staged at Manchester Central Library in April, this is another opportunity to see this acclaimed, focused, vibrant production of 
Hamlet in the year of the 400th anniversary of Shakespeare’s death.
In a timeless setting, Hamlet feels that ‘Denmark’s a prison’. Is it ‘nobler in the mind to suffer’, and can Hamlet take control of his 
own fate?

The Lowry Studio 

29 July: 8pm

£12.00 (concs £10.00)

comedy

Funny Women

Funny Women Awards 2016 Regional Final
The Funny Women Awards have been searching the UK and Ireland for the next big female comic talent! See some fantastic new 
acts compete for a coveted place in the Funny Women Awards Final 2016, help raise funds and awareness for domestic violence 
charity, Refuge, and grab some Benefit Cosmetics goodies while you’re at it!

Guide Bridge Theatre 

30 July: 7.45pm

£8.00 (concs £7.00)
theatre

inamoment theatre

King Lear (alone)
Was Shakespeare right to kill off King Lear at the end of his play? As our starting point we take Kent’s question at the end of the 
play: “Is this the Promised End?”
Lear is on the heath, left alone to once more think about that fateful day, retold through the words of Shakespeare.
Now he has just one hour to decide what his future holds . . .

Salford Arts Theatre 

31 July: 2pm 
& 5pm
£5.00
comedy

Mike Bennett

Short Tails and Tall Stories - Voiced by Rik Mayall
Writer/ Producer Mike Bennett presents audio-book animations of his re-worked classic children’s stories, including: Three Little 
Pigs, Beauty and the Beast, and Aladdin - narrated by the late Rik Mayall.
This stage show, directed by Yvette V. Warburton is a multi-media performance, presented in a punk-pantomimic style and is 
suitable for children and grown-ups alike - a must-see for all Rik fans!

Knotworks

pussyfooting
Built from interviews and workshops with women and trans folk from across the 
country, we bring you a collaged exploration of how it is to live in a gendered body. 
What is womanhood, and what happens when you don’t fit?
We are the Oxford University Drama Society’s 2016 National Tour. Shortlisted for the 
Charlie Hartill Special Reserve at the Pleasance, and described by the board as “a 
company with a huge amount of promise”, Knotworks brings you a reworking of their 
sell out show, the culmination of a year long project.

Eagle Inn 

28, 29, 30 July: 8pm

£8.00 (concs £6.00)

theatre
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Do you want to put on a show?
Applications for The Greater Manchester Fringe 2017 open on 1st December.
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HOW TO BOOK TICKETS
Online
Visit www.greatermanchesterfringe.co.uk to book tickets for all performances. An annoying but very necessary 
booking fee of £1.25 is applied per ticket. 
In person
If a show isn’t sold out you can buy tickets in cash from the venue usually 30 minutes before the show is due to start. If 
you want to make sure you get into a show it’s always best to book in advance via our website.
Up-to-date information
Sometimes things change after this brochure has gone to print. We try and make it as accurate as possible but 
sometimes theatre companies fall out with each other, actors die, bands split up, comedians fall into deep depressions 
and venues close down and get turned into luxury flats in the blink of an eye. That’s why we suggest you always check 
our website for the most up to date information.

VENUES
Alan Turing 
Memorial

Sackville Gardens 
Fairfield Street

M1 3HB

Bandit Mugger and 
Thief

1 Canal Street
M1 3HE

Bar Pop
30 Canal Street

M1 3EZ

Castle Hotel
66 Oldham Street

M4 1LE

Chapter One 
Books

Chatsworth House
19 Lever Street

M1 1BY

Eagle Inn
18 Collier Street

M3 7DW

FAC251
118 Princess Street

M1 7EN

Guide Bridge 
Theatre

Audenshaw Road
M34 5HJ

Gullivers
109 Oldham Street

M4 1LW

Hope Mill Theatre
113 Pollard Street

M4 7JA

International 
Anthony Burgess 

Foundation
3 Cambridge Street

M1 5BY

Joshua Brooks
106 Princess 

Street
M1 6NG

Kings Arms
11 Bloom Street

M3 6AN

Manchester 
Central Library

St Peter’s Square
M2 5PD

Nexus Art Cafe
2 Dale Street

M1 1JW

Salford Arts 
Theatre

Kemsing Walk
off Liverpool Street

M5 4BS

The Albert Square 
Chop House

The Memorial Hall
Albert Square

M2 5PF

The Dancehouse
10a Oxford Road

M1 5QA

The Lowry Studio
Pier 8

Salford Quays
M50 3AZ

The Swan
The Square
Dobcross

Saddleworth
OL3 5AA

Twenty Twenty 
Two

The Basement
20 Dale Street

M1 1EZ

Wellington Mill
Pollard Street
East Ancoats

M40 7FS

Whitefield Garrick
Bank Street
Whitefield
M45 7JF

Xolo
11-13 New 

Wakefield Street
M1 5NP

CONNECTIONS
 @gmfringe

 facebook.com/gmfringe
#gmfringe2016

www.greatermanchesterfringe.co.uk


